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“We have two lives - the one we learn with,
and the life we live after that.”
- Bernard Malamud

New beginnings are always exciting;

The opening show of our 29th season. The first of seven San Diego premieres.
The chemistry of collaboration of an extremely talented group of actors and
theatre artists. BECKY'S NEW CAR.

About a year ago as | read BECKY for the first time, it immediately jumped off
the page at me. | laughed out loud at the premise, and at the fresh and inventive
way Steven Dietz had fashioned to tell his story. | knew right away that | wanted
to bring it to life at North Coast Rep.

As | learned the story of how the play had been originally commissioned as

a birthday gift of love from Charles Staadecker to his wife Benita, | became
engaged with the idea of the play in a new way. Over a dozen productions

of this heartfelt, funny, and thought provoking play had come to touch and
entertain people across the country because of one couples belief in the power
of live theatre to make an impact. At its best, the theatre is an expression of
love and humanity in intimate and personal terms. Bravo to the Staadeckers for
understanding this and acting upon it.

In creating this production, we have laughed a lot. We have also had probing
discussions about the nature of love, relationships, choice, and responsibility.
We have had a joyous and fulfilling ride. We hope yours will be the same.

Warmest regards,

David Ellenstein
Artistic Director
North Coast Repertory Theatre
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Artistic Director Managing Director

presents

/3@6@ s New Cﬂl’

by Steven Dietz

(llrected by David Ellenstein

Scenic Designer: CAST
Marty Burnett

Becky Foster Carla Harting*

Light Design:

Matt Novotny Joe Foster..... Nicolas Glaeser
Chris Foster Kevin Koppman-Gue
Costume Design:
Sania Lerner Walter Flood .. ... Mark Pinter®
i Flood St Hardk
Sound Design: Kensington Flog acey Dardke
Chris Luessmann Satealie, Al Mueen Jahan®
Props and Set Dressing: Ginger Glynn Bedington

Annie Bornhurst
Original song “Love Can Change" by John Finkbiner
Secenic Artist:
John Finkbiner PLACE: An American city
very much like Seattle
TIME: Present, Summer

There will be one fifteen-minute intermission

Stage Manager:
Aaron Rumley*

Costume Shop Supervisor:

Kshusha Vanyan .
: Noddy & Ira Epstem

Heidi & David Hodges

Production Manager:
Aaron Rumley

Actars’ Equity Association (AEA), founded in 1913, represents mare
than 45,000 actors and stage managers in the United States. Equity
seekhs to advance, promate and foster the art of live theatre as an
essential component of our society. Equity negotiates wages and
working conditions, providing a wide range of benefits, including
health and pension plans. AEA is a member of the AFL-CIO, and

is affiliated with FIA, an internatianal organization of performing
arts unions. The Equnty emblem is our mark of excellence. www.
actorsequity.org

*The actor or stage manager appears through the courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors and
stage managers in the United States
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Steven Dietz (Playwright) Steven Dietz’s thirty-plus plays have been
seen at over one hundred regional theatres in the United States, as
well as Off-Broadway. International productions have been seen

in England, Japan, Germany, France, Australia, Sweden, Austria,
Russia, Slovenia, Luxembourg, Greece, Argentina, Peru, Korea,
Singapore and South Africa. Mr. Dietz received the Kennedy
Center Fund for New American Plays Award for his plays FICTION
- (produced Off-Broadway by the Roundabout Theatre Company), and
STILL LIFE WITH IRIS; the 2007 Edgar® Award for Best Mystery
Play for SHERLOCK HOLMES: THE FINAL ADVENTURE; the PEN USA West
Award in Drama for LONELY PLANET; and the 1995 Yomuiri Shimbun Award

(the Japanese “Tony”) for his adaptation of Shusaku Endo’s novel SILENCE. His
most recent plays — YANKEE TAVERN (National New Play Network featured play),
BECKY'S NEW CAR (Steinberg Award finalist), and SHOOTING STAR — have been
seen at over twenty-five regional theatres in the past two seasons. Other plays include
LAST OF THE BOYS (Pulitzer nominee), INVENTING VAN GOGH, GOD’S
COUNTRY, PRIVATE EYES, THE NINA VARIATIONS, TRUST, ROCKET
MAN, HALCYON DAYS, and TEN NOVEMBER. Mr. Dietz’s award-winning stage
adaptations include HONUS AND ME (from Dan Gutman), FORCE OF NATURE
(from Goethe), OVER THE MOON (from P.G. Wodehouse), THE REMEMBERER
(from Joyce Simmons Cheeka), PARAGON SPRINGS (from Ibsen), DRACULA
(from Bram Stoker), and, with Allison Gregory, GO DOG GO! (from P.D. Eastman).
Mr. Dietz is currently at work on new plays commissioned by Steppenwolf Theater,
Chicago (THE DAHNER PARTY) and the Guthrie Theater, Minneapolis (A YEAR
WITHOUT SUMMER). His adaptation of Dan Gutman’s JACKIE AND ME will
premiere this year at Chicago Children’s Theatre and also be seen at Seattle Children’s
Theatre. A native of Denver, Colorado, Mr. Dietz and his family divide their time
between Seattle and Austin, where he teaches playwriting at the University of Texas.

- David Ellenstein* (Director) See page 15 for David’s complete bio.

Carla Harting* (Becky) Off-Broadway: DREAMS OF THE
WASHER KING (Playwrights Realm), DEAD MAN’S CELL
PHONE (Playwrights Horizons), EURYDICE (Second Stage),
KID-SIMPLE (Summer Play Festival), VALPARAISO (Rude
Mechanicals), IMMY CARTER WAS A DEMOCRAT (Clubbed
Thumb, PS122, The Kitchen), FREAKSHOW, and LATE: A
COWBOY SONG (Clubbed Thumb), BE AGGRESSIVE (Soho
Rep), STRAIGHT UP & WITH A TWIST (New Georges);
Regional: LEGACY OF LIGHT, A DELICATE BALANCE, and
PASSION PLAY (Arena Stage), THE LADY FROM DUBUQUE (Seattle Rep),
EURYDICE (Yale Rep), THE SCENE, AFTER ASHLEY, KID-SIMPLE, ALOHA,
SAY THE PRETTY GIRLS, THE BLUE ROOM (various Humana festivals),
NIGHT AND DAY (The Wilma), WHAT THE BUTLER SAW (South Coast Rep),
UNCLE VANYA, WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF, THE IMAGINARY
INVALID, ZOOT SUIT (San Diego Rep), A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM
(La Jolla Playhouse), OUR COUNTRY’S GOOD (Signature, DC), THE BRIGHT
AND BOLD DESIGN (Studio, DC); Film/Television: NEVER FOREVER with
Vera Farmiga, LAW & ORDER, LAW & ORDER : CI. Training: MFA UCSD.

Nicolas Glaeser® (Joe Foster) Nick is from NYC and has appeared
in over 60 productions spanning 25 years. In Arizona he is a recipient
of 5 Best Actor Awards from that region. Favorite roles include:
McMurphy in ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST/
Phoenix Theatre; Jonsey in SIDE MAN/Arizona Theatre Co.; Eric
in BROOKLYN BOY/Arizona Jewish Theatre; Jonathan in SIGHT
- UNSEEN (2 Produtions)/Actor’s Theatre of Phoenix. Classical
credits include: Benedick in MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING,
South West Shakespeare and title roles in MACBETH and
RICHARD III. Numerous Film & Television Credits include: Ed, LAW & ORDER
SVU and the sadly extinguished GUIDING LIGHT.

Kevin Koppman-Gue (Chris Foster) is very excited to be working
on BECKY’'S NEW CAR, his NCRT debut. Previous credits:

' SPEECH AND DEBATE, MOSCOW (Diversionary Theatre), INTO
THE WOODS (SDSU Theatre), ROMEO, ROMEO & JULIET (Vox
- Nova Theatre Company), THE HISTORY BOYS (Cygnet Theatre),

. A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE (ion theatre company), HOW I

- LEARNED TO DRIVE, EVERYTHING WILL BE DIFFERENT

- (Lynx Performance) and THE WINSLOW BOY (Lamb’s Players

" Theatre). Kevin has also performed with 6th @ Penn, Fritz Theatre,
Starlight Musical Theatre, and Sledgehammer. Kevin would like to thank his family
and friends for their continued love and support. Kevin will next be appearing as
Clifford Anderson in DEATHTRAP at SRT.







