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For more than two decades, Joshua Bell has enchanted audiences worldwide with
his breathtaking virtuosity and tone of rare beauty. He came to national attention
at the age of 14 in a highly acclaimed orchestral debut with Riccardo Muti and
the Philadelphia Orchestra. Today he is equally at home as a soloist, chamber
musician, and orchestra leader. His restless curiosity and multifaceted musical
interests have taken him in exciting new directions that have earned him the rare
tit le of "classical music superstar"
2010 wil l see IVIr. Bell on a European and U.S. recital tour which includes Carnegie
Hall, Disney Hall, and the Wigmore Hall in London; a peformance for the World
Economic Forum, and additional dates throughout Europe and Asia.
With more than 30 CDs recorded, lVIr. Bell 's performances for Sony Classical f i lm
soundtracks also include "The Red Violin", which won the Oscar for Best Original
Score. He was one of the flrst classical artists to have a music video air on VH1,
and has been profiled in publications ranging from Newsweek to People Magazine's
50 lvlost Beautiful People issue.
l\4r. Bell received his first violin at age four after his parents noticed him plucking
tunes with rubber bands he had stretched around the handles of his dresser
drawers. By the age of 12 he was serious about the instrument, studying with
mentor Josef Gingold.

Steve Cassedy, Professor of Literature and Dean of Graduate Studies at UCSD,
is a classically-trained pianist who studied at The Juill iard School's Pre-College
Division and at the University of lVichigan's School of l\4usic. He received his
undergraduate degree in comparative literature at the University of Ny'ichigan in
1974 and his Ph.D. in comparative literature at Princeton University in 1979. He
has been a member of the Department of Literature since 1980.

In 1998 Jeremy Denk won both the Young Concert Artists International Auditions
and received a prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant. Over the past decade his
career has flourished. The New YorkTimes described his playing as "bracing,
effortlessly virtuosic and utterly joyous," He has appeared as soloisl with the
Philadelphia Orchestra, the Houston and San Francisco Symphonies, the Orpheus
Chamber Orchestra and many others
An avid chamber musician, I\4r. Denk has collaborated with the Borromeo,
Brentano, lvli16 and Vermeer string quartets. l\4r. Denk first performed withJoshua
Bell at the 2004 Spoleto Festival. Since then, they have toured throughout
the United States and Europe with almost eighty performances to date, Their
recording of the John Corigliano's yiolin Sonata was released in 2007.
lvlr. Denk is a member of the faculty of the Bard College Conservatory of l\4usic.
He holds degrees from Oberlin College and Conservatory, Indiana University and
The Juill iard School.


